Crochet
HOW TO

Now You’re Crocheting!
Karen Costello Soltys

Now You’re 2
Crocheting!
Once you’ve learned how to hold your hook,
make a yarn over, and do the basic stitches,
you’re ready to tackle a project. Right? Well,
maybe there are a few more things you need
to know to help you on your way. In this
tutorial we’ll cover working in rows, working
in the round, joining a new ball of yarn,
and fastening off. Ready? Let’s go!
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Working in Rounds
Not all crochet is worked back and forth in rows.
Working in the round is a common way to crochet. You
can form circles, squares (like Granny Squares), triangles,
hexagons, and more. In this type of crochet, you don’t
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CHAIN 3 - TURNING
Working in Rows

After you’ve made your foundation chain and crocheted
your first row of stitches, your project instructions will
tell you how many chain stitches to make for a turning
chain.
Then, you simply turn your work so that the back
Turning
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side is facing you and the hook and live loop are at the
Work turning
top-right corner of the work.
You’llchain.
be crocheting back
and forth in rows to stitch a piece of crocheted fabric.

Working into a Chain Ring

Turning chain

Working into the center of a chain ring will give you
an open center in your crocheted motif, such as in a
Granny Square.
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Yarn over hook, insert the hook through both loops
of the first stitch to be worked (unless the directions
specify to use just the front or back loop), and work
your stitch. You might be using single, half-double, double,
or even triple crochet.
Turn work.
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Insert hook underneath
both loops of first stitch.
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Turning chain

4

1
2

Yarn over hook and insert the hook into the center
of the circle—not through an individual stitch. Pull
the yarn through the center of the circle and work
the double crochet stitch.

Make a slipknot and work a foundation chain. Your
pattern will tell you how many chain stitches to make.

To join the chain into a circle, insert the hook from
front to back through the first chain stitch. (Not the
slipknot, but the first stitch.) Yarn over the hook and
pull the hook through both loops on the hook. You’ve just
formed a slip stitch—and joined the ends of your chain
into a circle.

WORKING IN THE ROUND
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Continue working double crochet stitches through
Rounds:
the center of the circle until you’ve completed the
number of stitches specified
pattern. ring
Working
intoinayourchain

After you’ve completed the round of stitches, work
a slip stitch (see “Slip Stitch” in Basic Crochet
Stitches) in the top turning chain. Your first round
is complete.

Working into a Chain Stitch
Working into a chain stitch rather than into a chain
ring will give your work a much smaller opening at the
center, which is perfect for making pillows or toys that
will be stuffed.

Rounds:
Working into a chain stitch
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To work the first round, work the required number
of turning chains for your pattern. (See “Turning
Chains” in Basic Crochet Stitches.) You’re not
actually going to turn the work over, but working these
chain stitches will give you enough leeway to reach your
hook back into the center circle without pulling your
circle out of whack. For example, if you’ll be doing double
crochet, work two or three turning chains.

Rounds:
Working into a chain ring
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Crocheting in the
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Working Subsequent Rounds

Make a slipknot and work a foundation chain. Your
pattern will tell you how many chain stitches to make.
(Generally, it’s based on the type of stitch you’ll be
working. The taller the stitch, the more chains you’ll need.
For example, for double crochet, you’d need two or three
chain stitches, plus one extra for working the stitches.)

Whether you started in a chain ring or a single chain
stitch, work the following rounds as described below (or
as specified by your pattern).
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Notice that your round now has more stitches than
you started with in your chained circle. To keep your
work lying flat instead of cupping, you’ll need to work
some increases as you make your way around the circle on
round 2. First, work a turning chain (two or three stitches
for double crochet).
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Rounds:
Working into a chain stitch

Work double crochet stitches around the circle,
stitching through both loops of each stitch unless
specified otherwise. Your pattern will also specify
how many increases to make and/or how frequently to
space them. For example, you may be instructed to work
three double crochet stitches, increase in the next stitch
(simply work two double crochet stitches into one stitch),
then work three more double crochet stitches, then
increase again.
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Work the specified number of stitches into the
farthest chain stitch from the hook. (Not into the
slip knot.) Note that all stitches are worked into this
same chain stitch.

Rounds:
Working
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completed the round of stitches, work
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·TIP·
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Crocheting
Dimensional Projects
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Crocheting in the
round

When you’ve reached the end of the final round,
work a slip stitch in the last stitch of the turning
chain. Cut the yarn and pull the tail through the
loop on the hook. Pull snugly to tighten. You can then
weave in the end.

If you have your heart set
on crocheting a toy or other
dimensional item, you’ll need
to be able to work in the round, plus
make increases or decreases, which are
used to shape the work.
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Joining New Yarn
Unless you’re making a small project such as a washcloth,
you’ll inevitably need to join a new ball of yarn to your
project so you can continue crocheting. If your project is
made in pieces that will be seamed together, it’s best to
start the new yarn at the edge, if possible. But for projects
like scarves, where the edges will be visible, you may find
it makes more sense to join yarn in the middle of a row
so you can bury the yarn tail in the stitches.

Continue crocheting with the new yarn.

Joining yarn
(4th method)

When the piece is finished (or after a few rows),
weave in the tails where the new yarn was added.

Fastening off Yarn
Fastening off simply means to end the crochet and
secure the yarn tail. Once the yarn is secure, you can
weave in the tail ends.

Joining at the End of a Row
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To attach new yarn at the end of a row, drop the working
yarn and use the new yarn to work the turning chain.
Tug the tail of the new yarn to secure it. Turn and work
the next row. You can weave in the yarn tails as you go,
or when you’ve completed the project.

Cut off the excess yarn, leaving a tail that’s approximately 6" long.

Working with 2
or more colors

Yarn over hook and pull the yarn tail through the
loop on the hook (as if you’re making a chain stitch).
Pull the yarn tail completely through the loop.
Holding the edge of the fabric in one hand, tug the yarn
tail with the other to tighten.

Joining in the Middle of a Row

Joining yarn
(3 methods)

Sometimes you just don’t have enough yarn left to make
it to the end of a row. Or sometimes you need to change
colors in the middle of a row. Here’s how.
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JOINING YARN

Work up to the point where you want/need to change
the yarn. Using the existing yarn, work the next stitch
until you have two loops on the hook.

Drop the working yarn and use the new yarn to
yarn over hook from back to front (just like all
yarn overs); then pull the hook through the loops
on the hook.

Fastening off
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